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Dr. John R. Triggs      Professional Archaeological License P-048 
 
EDUCATION: 
1998 Ph.D., University of Toronto, Department of Anthropology. 

Dissertation Title: Matrix Seriation: A Method for Phasing a Multilinear Stratigraphic Sequence. 
1986 Master of Arts, Anthropology (Archaeology), University of Toronto, Department of Anthropology. 
1983 Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology, University of Toronto, Department of Anthropology. 
  
 

• Experience and knowledge of Stage 1-4 archaeological assessments including both Native and 
Euro-Canadian on National Historic Sites. (e.g., Dundurn Castle, NHS; Chiefswood Museum; NHS; 
Battlefield House, NHS; Whitehern Museum, NHS; Ruthven Park, NHS; Old Fort Erie, NHS), 
provincial historic sites, e.g. (Sainte-Marie among the Hurons and Discovery Harbour) and 
community museums (e.g., Erchless Musem, Oakville; Todmorden Museum, Toronto).  

• Experience and knowledge of multi-stakeholder processes and specifically, archaeological issues 
and successful public consultation (Ruthven Park, NHS; Old Fort Erie, NHS). 

• Experience and knowledge of environmental assessments for municipal infrastructure projects.  
(various projects in Hamilton, Oakville, and Toronto). 

• Experience and knowledge in addressing First Nations issues relative to archaeology including 
engagement and consultation with First Nations (Sainte-Marie among the Hurons, NHS; Ruthven 
Park, NHS; Old Fort Erie NHS; various Stage 2 Assessments). 

• Demonstrated understanding of the accessibility standards for customer service regulations 
(O.Reg.429/07) which was approved pursuant to the Accessibility for Ontarians and disabilities Act, 
2005, which sets out the rights of persons with disabilities and their families to barrier-free programs, 
services and opportunities. (Dundurn Castle, NHS and Todmorden Mills). 

 
EMPLOYMENT HISTORY: 
2010-2020 Associate Professor, Chair: Dept. of Archaeology & Heritage Studies, Wilfrid Laurier 

University. 
2004-2010 Associate Professor: Department of Archaeology & Classical Studies, Wilfrid Laurier 

University  
2000-2004 Assistant Professor: Department of Archaeology & Classical Studies, Wilfrid Laurier 

University 
2014-2021 Principal: Triggs Heritage Consulting, Stages 1-4 Archaeological Assessments; Cultural 

Heritage Assessments, Evaluations and Studies; Advice and Consultation for heritage 
projects.  Professional Provincial Archaeology License P-048. 

2001-2013 Field Director for 10 archaeological and cultural heritage projects in Bermuda in partnership 
with the Bermuda National Museum. 

1994-2009 Historic Horizon Inc.:  Partner and Principal Investigator for more than 60 cultural 
resource management projects in Ontario including Ruthven Park; Battlefield House 
Museum, Stoney Creek; Todmorden Mills Heritage Centre, East York; Dundurn Castle 
Museum, Hamilton; Stanley Barracks and the Western Battery, Toronto; Auchmar, Hamilton; 
Colborne Lodge, Toronto; Whitehern Museum, Hamilton; Chiefswood Historical Museum, 
Ohsweken; Sainte-Marie among the Hurons, Midland; Historical Naval and Military 
Establishments, Penetanguishene.  

1991-2006 Director of Archaeology, Dundurn Castle, Hamilton. Responsible for overseeing and 
developing the program of archaeological research conducted in conjunction with the capital 
restoration of the National Historic Site. 

1991-1999 Undergraduate Instructor: Wilfrid Laurier University courses in Historical, Industrial and 
Analytical Archaeology, and Archaeological Field Methods 

1992-2006 Field School Director/Instructor for McMaster University: Dundurn Park, Hamilton. 
1991-92 Archaeological Field Supervisor for EARTHWATCH Expedition to Fort Cunningham, 

Bermuda. Principal Investigators: Dr. Richard Gould and Dr. Edward C. Harris. 
1987-88 Director of Public Archaeology Programs at the Berlin Gaol. Project sponsored by the 

Waterloo County Board of Education, Waterloo, Ontario. 
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1985-86 Archaeological Instructor and Material Culturalist for Toronto Board of Education 
Archaeological Resource Centre.  

1983-84 Archaeological Supervisor and Research Assistant for Cataraqui Archaeological 
Research Foundation, Kingston, Ontario. 

1982  Field Director for Macdonell House Archaeology Project. For the Ontario Heritage 
Foundation. 

1980-1981 Field Archaeologist for Parks Canada Butler's Barracks Excavation, Niagara-on-the-Lake. 
 
SELECTED FIELD SCHOOL REPORTS  - Licence P-048 
2020 Wilfrid Laurier Field School at Old Fort Erie, National Historic Site – 2019 Season. License report 
 submitted to the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture Industries. 
2018 Wilfrid Laurier Field School at Old Fort Erie, National Historic Site – 2017 Season. License report 

submitted to the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport. 
2016 Wilfrid Laurier Field School at Old Fort Erie, National Historic Site – 2015 Season. License report 

submitted to the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport. 
2014 Wilfrid Laurier Field School at Old Fort Erie, National Historic Site – 2013 Season. License report 

submitted to the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport (P048-060-2013). 
2013 Wilfrid Laurier Field School at Old Fort Erie, National Historic Site – 2012 Season. License report 

submitted to the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport (P048-059-2012). 
2012 Wilfrid Laurier Field School at Ruthven Park, National Historic Site – 2011 Season. License report 

submitted to the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport.  
2011 Wilfrid Laurier Field School at Ruthven Park, National Historic Site – 2010 Season. License report 

submitted to the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport. 
2010 Wilfrid Laurier Field School at Ruthven Park, National Historic Site – 2008 Season. License report 

submitted to the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport. 
 
SELECTED TECHNICAL REPORTS for Triggs Consulting 
2021 Stage 2 Archaeological Investigation at Sainte-Marie Among the Hurons (BeGx-1), Part of the East 
 and West Half Lot 16, Concession 3, Township of Tay, County of Simcoe.  PIF P048-0120-2021. 
2020 Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment at Discovery Harbour (BeGx-37) and Monitoring Addendum 
 Part of Lots 122, 123, and 124 Concession I EPR and Part of Lot 124 Concession 2 EPR, Township 
 of Tay, Town of Penetanguishene, Simcoe County, Ontario.  PIF P048-0118-2020. 
2019a Advice and Recommendations for Proposed High Voltage Electrical Line project at Sainte-Marie 

among the Hurons.  Report submitted to Colliers Project Leaders, February 2019. 
2019b Stage 2 Archaeological Investigation at Sainte-Marie among the Hurons (BeGx-1) Part of the East 
 and West Half Lot 16, Concession 3, Township of Tay, County of Simcoe.  Watermain Renewal 
 Project (Wye Marsh- Archaeological Monitoring Project – 5000044455).  Prepared for  
 Environment and Climate Change Canada / Government of Canada.  PIF P048-0106-2018. 
2019c Stage 2 Archaeological Investigation at Sainte-Marie among the Hurons (BeGx-1) Part of the East 

and West Half Lot 16, Concession 3, Township of Tay, County of Simcoe.  Stage 2 Machine 
Monitoring: Palisade Replacement, Wigwam Shelter, Electrical Repair and Fire Hydrant Renewal.  
PIF P048-0110-2019, August 2019. 

2019d Stage 2 Archaeological Monitoring Assessment at Sainte-Marie among the Hurons (BeGx-1) Part of 
the East and West Half Lot 16, Concession 3, Township of Tay, County of Simcoe.  Storm Sewer 
Renewal Project Interim Report.  PIF P048-0111-2019, November 2019. 

2019e Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment at Sainte-Marie among the Hurons (BeGx-1) Part of the East 
and West Half Lot 16, Concession 3, Township of Tay, County of Simcoe. High Voltage Electrical 
Project (1065772-271802). PIF P048-0112-2019, July 2019. 

2019f Stage 2 Archaeological Investigation at Sainte-Marie among the Hurons (BeGx-1) Part of the East 
and West Half Lot 16, Concession 3, Township of Tay, County of Simcoe.  Sainte-Marie among the 
Hurons High Voltage Electrical Stage 2 Monitoring Assessment (1065772-271802).  PIF P048-0113-
2019, October 2019. 

2019g Stage 2 Archaeological Investigation at Sainte-Marie among the Hurons (BeGx-1) Part of the East 
and West Half Lot 16, Concession 3, Township of Tay, County of Simcoe.  Test Pitting Brebeuf 
Centre and Theatre.  PIF P048-0114-2019, August 2019. 
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2019h Stage 2 Archaeological Investigation at Sainte-Marie among the Hurons (BeGx-1) Part of the East 
and West Half Lot 16, Concession 3, Township of Tay, County of Simcoe.  Monitoring Brebeuf 
Centre and Theatre.  PIF P048-0115-2019, September 2019. 

2018 Archaeological Recommendations for Storm Sewer Renewal, Sainte-Marie among the Hurons (BeGx-1). 
 Project: 1056731-271479. Prepared for Colliers Project Leaders and Huronia Historical Parks. 
2018 Stage 2 Archaeological Investigation at Sainte-Marie among the Hurons (BeGx-1): Storm Sewer 
 Renewal Project (PIF P048-0105-2018). Prepared for Colliers Project Leaders and Huronia Historical 
 Parks.  
2017 Archaeological Evaluation of Drainage Issues Affecting Original Masonry in the North Court, Sainte-

Marie among the Hurons.  Report prepared for Huronia Historical Parks. 
2017 Stage 2 Archaeological Investigation of the King’s Wharf, Discovery Harbour (BeGx-37), 

Penetanguishene. Submitted to the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport, PIF P048-0104-2017. 
2016   Stage 1 Report for Sainte-Marie among the Hurons. Submitted to the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and 

Sport, under license no. P-048 
2016   Stage 1 Report for Discovery Harbour.  Submitted to the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport, under 

license no. P-048 
2016 Stage 4 Avoidance and Protection:  King’s Wharf, Discovery Harbour. Submitted to the Ministry of 

Tourism, Culture and Sport, under license no. P-048 
 
SELECTED TECHNICAL REPORTS for Historic Horizon Inc. 
1994-2014 More than 75 contract assessment reports in the GTA, Niagara and Huronia regions.  
1994-2011 Fifteen technical reports of archaeological testing and mitigation in Dundurn Park, Hamilton. 
2008 Todmorden Mills, Stage 1 Archaeological Study: A Summary of Archaeological Work Since 1995. For 

the City of Toronto, Cultural Assets. 
2007 Auchmar – Stage 3 Assessment of the house foundation. For City of Hamilton. 
2002  Auchmar - Archaeological Stage 2/3 Assessment of a 19th century estate. For City of Hamilton. 
2002 Archaeological Monitoring Assessment of Stanley Barracks, Exhibition Place, Toronto. For the Board of 

Governors, Exhibition Place. 
2001 Todmorden Mills (AkGu-40): Paper Mills Restoration. Report prepared for City of Toronto/East York. 
2001 Sainte-Marie among the Hurons: En colombage construction in the South Court. For Huronia Parks. 
2001 Discovery Harbour (BeGx-37) Children’s Centre Mitigation. Prepared for Huronia Historical Parks. 
2001 Nash-Jackson House (AhGw-135) Stage 4 Mitigation: Final Report. Trevor Carter  co-author. Prepared 

for City of Hamilton. 
2000 Public Archaeology at Chiefswood Museum, Six Nations Reserve, Grand River Territory. For 

Chiefswood Historical Museum. 
2000 The Stable Excavation at Whitehern Historical Museum, Hamilton. For the City of Hamilton. 
2000 Archaeological Survey and Reconnaissance at the Military Establishment at Penetanguishene. Report 

prepared for Huronia Historical Parks. 
1998 Archaeological Mitigation of the Masonry Wall.  Report submitted to Whitehern Museum, City of Hamilton 
1997-8 Archaeological Mitigation at Chiefswood Park. Report submitted to the Department of Parks and 

Recreation, Six Nations Reserve, Onondaga Township, Brant County. 
1996/7 Archaeological Mitigation at Chiefswood Historical Museum, Six Nations Grand River Territory, 

Onondaga Township, Brant County, Ontario: Artifact Report: Excavation Report.  Report submitted to 
Chiefswood Historical Museum. 

1997 Commemorative Integrity Statement for Sainte Marie Among-the-Hurons Historical Museum.  Report 
submitted to Huronia Historical Parks. 

1997 1995 and 1996 Archaeological Investigations at the Richard Beasley Site: A Late 18th Century Fur Trade 
Post in Hamilton, Ontario.  Report prepared for City of Hamilton and McMaster University. 

1997 Final Report on Archaeological Mitigation at the Customs House, Hamilton. Report prepared for the 
Workers Heritage Museum, Hamilton. 

1997 Final Report on Archaeological Mitigation at Whitehern Museum, Hamilton.  Report prepared for the 
Department of Culture and Recreation, Hamilton. 

1996 Battlefield House Archaeology: Final Report.  Report submitted to Battlefield House Museum. 
1995 Land Use Study for Garrison Creek Development. Report submitted to Westnor Ltd. 
1994 An Archaeological Assessment of Part of the East Shoreline, Coote's Paradise, Hamilton, Ontario.  
 Prepared for the Federal Department of Oceans and Fisheries, Fish and Wildlife Habitat Restoration 
 Project. 
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PAPERS PRESENTED for Professional and non-professional societies  
1986-2015 Various papers presented at national and international academic conferences:  Society for 

American Archaeology; Society for Historical Archaeology; Council for Northeast Historical 
Archaeology; Society for Post-Medieval Archaeology; Eastern States Archaeology Federation; 
Archaeological Institute of America.  

1991-2018  Various papers presented to various local historical and archaeological organizations on the 
Archaeological Program at Dundurn Castle: Ontario Archaeological Society; Ontario Historical 
Society; Historical Societies of Head-of-the-Lake; Ancaster, Grimsby, Dundas, Stoney Creek, and 
MacNab Circle; Hamilton Historical Board; Parks and Recreation Committee City of Hamilton; UEL 
Society; Wilfrid Laurier University Guest Speaker for Milton Lecture Series; Wellington Centre for 
Continuing Education Lecture Series; Willowbank-Sainte Marie among the Hurons guest lecturer for 
masonry restoration program; Woodland Cultural Centre, Six Nations; Old Fort Erie Annual lecture 
series; Niagara Parks Commission invited speaker. 

 
SELECTED PUBLICATIONS  
2017 Fieldwork at the Fort: 2017 Excavations at Old Fort Erie.  Archaeological Institute of America, 

Toronto Society Newsletter, 3.1. 2017. 
2017 Fieldwork at the Fort: 2017 Excavations at Old Fort Erie.  Council for Northeast Historical 

Archaeology Newsletter, Fall 2017, 98: 15-17. 
2017  Forward for The Archaeology of Patterson Village: A 19th Century Company Town in the Township of 

Vaughan, Ontario, by William D. Finlayson, PhD. Our Land Speaks Publishing.   
2015 Review of Redan Battery and the Battle of Queenston Heights, by Suzanne Plousos, Council for 

Northeast Historical Archaeology.   
2015 Review of The Archaeology of French and Indian War Frontier Forts, edited by Lawrence E. Babits 

and Stephanie Gandulla. University Press of Florida, Gainesville, in Canadian Journal of 
Archaeology/Journal Canadien d’Archéologie 40: 226–229 (2016). 

2015 Fieldwork at the Fort: 2015 Excavations at Old Fort Erie.  Council for Northeast Historical 
Archaeology Newsletter, June, No. 91: 17-18. 

2012  Cultural Resource Management Archaeology in Bermuda: Ground-Penetrating Radar at Marsden 
Memorial Methodist Church, Tucker's Town, Bermuda Journal of Archaeology and Maritime History, 
vol. 22 (205-225).  

2011 A Brave Cedar House: Landscape Archaeology at the Overplus House and Grove. Special 
Publication, Post-Medieval Archaeology, Vol. 45(1) pp. 141-179. 

2008 Fort Bruere ‘Ill laid out and wers executed”?: Archaeological Investigation at Bermuda’s Last 
Homegrown Fort. Bermuda Journal of Archaeology and Maritime History.  

2005 Social Flux at the Naval Establishment at Penetanguishene, Lake Huron, 1817-1834. Historical  
Archaeology, vol. 39 (2): 105-135. Journal of the Society of Historical Archaeology.  

2004 Excavating Below the Hearthstones: Fireside Insights into the Structural Development of Sainte-
Marie among the Hurons. Volume of Collected Articles on Historic Huron.  Huronia Historical 
Museum. 

2004 The Mississauga at the Head-of-the-Lake: Examining Responses to Cultural Upheaval at the Close 
of the Fur Trade. Northeast Historical Archaeology vol. 33: 153-176. 

2004 Conservation at Sainte-Marie I: Masonry Fireplaces Provide New Insight into the Structural  
Development of the Huron Mission Headquarters.  Conference Proceedings of Ontario 
Archaeological Society Annual Meeting, October 2001, National Museum of Civilization, Mercury 
Series. 

2002 Struggling with structures and stratigraphy: the analysis of superimposed fur trade and war of 1812 
period occupations at Burlington Heights. Annual Archaeological Report, Ontario, (New Series) vol. 
12. 

 
GRANTS AND AWARDS 
2009 Initiatory Research Grant for Archival Research in Bermuda National Archives. 
2008 Short Term Research Grant for Landscape Archaeology at the Grove, Bermuda, Wilfrid Laurier Univ. 
2005 Faculty Merit Award, Wilfrid Laurier University 
2005 Short Term Research Grant for Tucker House Excavations, Bermuda, Wilfrid Laurier University 
2005 Travel Grant, for Conference Presentation in Nevis, W.I.Wilfrid Laurier University 

https://orb.binghamton.edu/neha/vol44/iss1/4
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2003 Dean of Arts Office Research Grant 
2002 Applied for SSHRC Research Grant - ranked 4A category - successful but not funded 
2001 Applied for SSHRC Research Grant - ranked 4A category - successful but not funded 
2000 Wilfrid Laurier University Initiatory Research Grant 
2000 Wilfrid Laurier University Short-Term Research Grant 
2000 Wilfrid Laurier University Equipment Grant 
1994 Ontario Heritage Foundation History Research Grant   
1994 Ontario Heritage Foundation Archaeological Research Grant 
1993 American Association for State and Local History Award of Merit for Dundurn Castle Archaeology 


